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FOR Regional Directors
Regional Program Committee Members
Regional GAS Focal Persons
Schools Division Superintendents
Public and Private School Heads
All Others Concerned

FROM

SU&'ECT CLARIFICATIOil OII THE IiIPLEilIEIIITATIOIY OF THE DEPED
ORDER ITO, O11 5.20.26 TITLED (REVISED GIIIDELINES OIT THE
IUPLEMEIiITATIOIT OF E)(PAITDED CTOVERITUEIIIT ASSISTAITCE TO
STIJDEIYTS /tND TEACHERS nr PRTVATE EDUCATTOIY IEG/tSTpEl
IIY THE DEPARTUE T OF EDUCATIOIT

In view of t1le issualce and ongoing implementation of DepEd Order (DO) No. O1 1, s.
2026, and in response to queries and concerns raised by stakeholders, the following
clarilications are hereby issued to promote uniform interpretation, proper
implementation, and consistent application of the provisions of the said policy.

These clarifications aim to address implementation concerns encountered during the
initial stages of policy operationalization and to further guide Regional Offrces (ROs),
Schools Division OIIices (SDOs), participating private schools, and other concerned
stakeholders in ensuring compliance with the intent and objectives of the Revised
Expanded Government Assistance to Students and Teachers in Private Education (E-
GASTPE) Guidelines.

a. Ideatiflcatlon of Poor or Ifaar-Poor Lcaraers Besed oo the Coamualty-Bascd
Uonltorhg Sy3teltl (CBIUSI

Learners classified under Category A{lf - Poor or acar poor based on the CBUS
for both for ESC and SHS VP, shall be subject to verification through t1.e DepEd
system, in coordination with t}Ie Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), pending the
fulI implementation of tl.e partnership between the agencies.

In view of the ongoing inter-agenry technical and data-sharing arrangements, the
verification mechanism for this category is not yet fully operational. Hence,
concerned lnplementlng unlts aad F-GASTPE partlclpatlag schoolB are
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advised to defer processing of Category A (i) eligibilfty pendlng further
ollicial guidance and operationalization instructlous from the DepEd.

Meantime, E-GASTPE participating schools shall priorltlze the proceselag aad
evaluation of leamcr-appllcants under remalalng Soclal Equlty Groupe
(SEGsf and other eltglblllty categorles provided uader DO 11, s. 2O26, to
ensure continuity of program implementation and timely processing of qualified
program beneficiaries.

b. Data oa School Congestion

Clarification is likewise provided on the determination and use of school
congestion data for Cetegory B prlorltlzatlon in the implementation of DO 1 1, s.
2026.

While the prioritization framework under Category B provides that learner-
applicants shall be prioritized first from congested public schools, followed by
those living in areas with congested public schools at t1"e Schools Division Oflice
(SDO) level, the ollicial list and validated reference data for identi$ing such
congested public schools are not yet available this time.

In tJlis regard, the official school congestion data to be used as basis for
prioritiz.ation sha-ll be coordinated witJ: concerned ollices and E-GASTPE
participating schools once the same has been frnalized, validated, and formally
issued by the appropriate DepEd office(s).

Pendlng the releage of the offlclal congestlon data, ell learner-applicants
from publlc schools shall be acccpted aad processed "-der Category B,
BubJGct to appllcable eligtbtltty atrd prlorltlzetlon crlterla uader DO 11, a.
2026.

Peaaera of tie Preseatatioa Portfollo Asseaatr.ent (PPAf for the Alternative
Learaiag Syetem (ALS) Elementary and Junlor Hlgh School Learaers

karners who successfully passed the PPA under ALS at the Elcmcat ry or
Junlor High School level from School Year (SYl 2O19-2O2O to SY 2023-2024,
in lieu of the administration of the Accreditation alrd Equivalency (A&E) Test, shall
be eligible to apply for and avail of the Educational Service Contracting (ESC) and
the Senior High School Voucher Program (SHS VP), subject to the eligibility
requirements and prioritization provisions under DO ),7, s.2026.

These learners sha.ll be classified under Cetegory C for both ESC and SHS VP,
provided that they belong to the poor to mlddle-mlddle lncome household
brackct.

For purposes of establishing eligibility, ALS PPA passers shall submit a copy of
the Certlflcate of Completloa (COCf bearing the ALSI Portfolio Assessmeat
Ccrtlllcete IYumber or a copy of the ALS Form (AFf 5 as proof of passing the
PPA, together wittr other documents required under Category C.

karners sha-ll submit their applications within the application period set by the
participating school where tl.ey intend to enroll. Applicatloas shall be evaluated
by the ESC or SHS VP School Commlttee.

d. Houeehold Incoms Classificatlon Data

DO 11, s. 2026 provides that the prioritization of beneficiaries shall focus on
learners belonging to poor to middle-middle income households, in order to
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ensure that government educational assistance is directed toward those witJ:
greater frnancial need and vulnerability.

To support the effective and evidence-based implementation of the program, the
Government Assistance and Subsidies Service (GASS) adopts the household
income classification framework developed by the Philippine Institute for
Development Studies (PIDS) in 2O26 , particularly the study entitled "The Middle
Class and Vulnerability to Income Poverty: Implications for Social Protection in
the Philippines"r, as reference in determining and prioritizing qualified program
beneficiaries. T?ris framework is based on data from the 2023 Family Income and
Expenditure Survey (FIES).

Considering that the FIES, conducted by the PSA, is administered every three (3)
years, the corresponding income classification thresholds used for the
implementation of E-GASTPE program shall likewise be updated based on the
latest available socio-economic studies and oflicial government data. This ensures
alignment with prevailing economic conditions and income distribution patterns.

Currently, the corresponding household income classifications are as follows:

P ine Institute r Deue Studies Income Classi tion

For the purpose of implementation, the foregoing household income classification
thresholds based on PIDS framework shall be applied for SY 2O26-2O27, unless
updated or superseded by a subsequent issuance or ofhcial update from PIDS.
These thresholds shall likewise remain applicable until such DepEd, through a
subsequent issuance, fully operationalizes Section 9 of DO 71, s.2O26 relative to
the prioritization and targeting mechanisms of the E-GASTPE Program.

This clarifrcation is issued to provide a uniform reference for all E-GASTPE
participating schools in the assessment of household income classifications and
to ensure consistency in program beneficiary prioritization and program targeting.

e AIlldavlt of Fanlly'8 Floaoctral Capacity for Eligibtlity and Priorltlzatioa

The AJlidavit of Family's Financial Capacity is a required document for eligibitty
and prioritization under the ESC and SHS-VP Programs pursuant to DO 11, s,
2026. Tl:e declared family income information shall be used to determine the
applicable salary or income bracket and sha-ll be aligned with the applicable PIDS
income classification reference for prioritization purposes as clarified in item d.

A1l concerned are advised to accomplish and submit t}te aJfidavit using Annex F
of DO 11, s.2026, Since Annex F is already in notaria-l format, the alfidavit must
be duly notarized prior to submission.

t httpsi//pidswebs.pids.gov.ph/CDN/documenUpidsdps260l.pdf

PIDS Income Classlficatlon Income Range Per Month (lo Phpl
Poor < 13,873
[,ow Income (But Not Poor) 73,873 - 27,746

27,746 - 55,492
Middle-middle Income 55,492 - 97 ,ttr
Upper Middle Income 97,t71 - t66,476
Upper Income (but not rich) 766,476 - 277,460

Rich > 277 ,460
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f. Temporary Shtft to Onllae or Distance lrcarning Modallty

Pursuant to Section 55 of DO 7L, s. 2026 on Learning Delivery Modality, only
private Junior High Schools (JHS) and Senior High Schools (SHS) that comply
with the requirements under the Revised E-GASTPE Guidelines and are
implementing face-to-face or blended learning modalities shall remain eligible to
participate in the E-GASTPE Program. Non-compliance may be subject to
applicable sanctions under DO 71, s.2026.

E-GASTPE participating schools shall ensure that their learning delivery modality
provides adequate instructiona.l interaction, leamer engagement, and access to
quality education consistent with program standards.

In cases where arr E-GASTPE partlcipatlng school tenporarlly ftmplenents
oallne cl,asseg or dlstance learnhg oodauty due to a yalld eld Justlf,able
clrcuastances, lt shdl foroally lrotlfy the co[certred SDO and the Hvate
Educatloa Asslstance Commlttee (PEAC| lrr wrlthg, tndlcatlag the ree.aoo
and duratlon of th€ arrangemetrt.

This is to ensure proper coordination, documentation, and monitoring, and to
avoid issues related to compliance during program monitoring and validation
activities.

g. Composition of the Regioaal Program Comalttee (RPCom)

Clarification is likewise provided on the composition of the RPCom under Section
8O(c) of the DO I 1, s. 2026.

Under the provision on membership composition, the position referred to as tJle
DepEd Regional Chief of the Quality Assurance and Accountability Division shall
be clarified as tlle DepEd Reglonal Chlef of the Qualtty Assuraaee Dlvlslon
(QADI. Ltkewlse, the DepEd Regional Chief of the Policy Research and
Development Division sha-ll be ciarified as the DepEd Reglonal Chlef of the
Policy, Plaunlug, aad Research Diyislo! (PPRDI.

This clarifrcation is issued to align the designation with the current organiz,ational
structure and functional assignments within tie Depa.rtment.

All Regional Offices and SDOs are requested to ensure proper dissemination of this
clarificatory memorandum to private schools,

For reference and guidance.
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