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Republic of the Bhilippines

Uongress of the ylﬁﬁﬂ:inrﬁ
Metra Manils

Hifternth Eongress

Thirh Regulsr Session

Buogun and hald in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-third
day of July, two thousand twalve,

S

[ RerusLic AcTt No. 10533

AN ACT ENHANCING THE PHILIPFINE BASIC EDUCATION
EYSTEM BY STREMGTHENING IT3 CURRICULUM AND
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF YEARS FOR BASIC
EDHICATION, APPROPRIATING FUINDS THEREFOR AND FOR
OTHER. FURPOSES

fe if enacted by the Senate and House of Representotives af the
Philippines in Corgress assembled:

SECTION 1. Shart Title. — This Act shall be known as
the "Enhanced Basic Education Act of 2013

SEC. 2, Declaration of Policy, — The State sghall
establish, maintain and support & complete, adegquate, and
integrated ayetem of education relevant to the needs of the
peaple, the country and society-at-large.
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Likewise, it i& hereby declared the pelicy of the State that
every graduate of basic education shall be an empowered
individual who has learned, through a program that 18 rooted
on sound educational prinmples and geared towards exeellence,
the foundations for learming throughout life, the competance
to engage in work and be productive, the ability to ¢oexist in
fruitful harmeny with local and global commumnities, the
capability to engage in autoncmous, creative, and critical
thinking, and the capacity and willingness to transfiorm others
and one's self

For this purpose, the State shall create a funetional hgsm:
education system that will develop productive and responsible
citizens equipped with the essentinl competencies, skills and
values for both life-long learning and employment. In order
to achieve this, the State shall:

{a) Give every student an opportunity to receive quabty
education that is globally competitive based on a pedagogically
sotind curriculum that is at par with internaticnal standards;

{by Broaden the goala of high school sducation for college
preparation, vocational and technical career opportunities as
well as creative arts, sports and entreprensurial employment
in a rapidly changing and increasmgly globalized environment;
and

ic) Meke education learner-oriented and responEve fo
the needs, cognitive and cultural capacity, the circumstances
and diversity of learners, schools and communities through the
appropriate langusges of teaching and learning, including
mother tongue ag a learning resource,

SEC. 9. Basie Education. — Basic education ie intended

to meet basic learming needs which provides the foundation
on which subsequent learming can be based. It encompasses
kindergarten, elementary and secondary education as well as
alternative learning systems for out-of-school learners and those
with special neads,

SEC, 4, Enhanced Basic Edwcotion Program. — The
enhanced basic education program encompasses at least one
(1} year of kindergarten education, six (6) years of elementary
education, and six (6] years of secondary education, in that
saquence. Secondary sducation includes four {4) years of jumor
high school and two (2) years of senior high school education.

Eindergarten education shall mean one {131 year of
preparatory education for chaldren at least five {G6) years old
as a prerequisite for Grade [

Elementary educabion refers to the sscond atage of
compulsory basic edugation which is composed of six (6) years,
The entrant age to this level ig typically aix (6} vears old.

Swucondary education refers to the third atage of
compuleory basic education. It consists of four (4) venrs of
junicr high school sducation and two (2 yeara of sanior high
echool education. The entrant age to the junior and senior high
gehool Jevels are typically twelve {12) and sixteen [16) years
old, respectively,

Baasic education shall be delivered in languages
understood by the learners as the lansuage playe a stratagic
role in ehaping the formative yeara of learnera,

For kindergarten and the first three (3) yeara of
elementary education, imatruetion, teaching materials and
assesament shall be in the regional or native language of the
iparnera. The Department of Education (DepED) shall
formulate a mother language tranaition program from Grade
4 to Grade 6 o that Filipino and English shall be gradually
introducad &8 languages of ingtruction until such time when

these two (2) languages can become the primary languages of
instruction at the secondary lavel,

For purposes of this Act, mother language or first
Language (L1} refers to language or languagea first learned
by a child, which hefshe identifies with, is identified as a
native language user of by others, which helshe lmows best,
or usea medt This ineludes Filipino sign language used by
individuals with pertinent disabilities, The regional or native
language refers to the traditional speech variety or variety of
Filipine zign language existing in a region, area or place.

SEC. B. Currecwlum Development. — The DepED shall
formulate the design and details of the enhanced basic
education curriculum, It shall work with the Commission on
H'::g;_hv.-.r Education {CHED} to craft hermonized basic and
tarttary curricula for the global competitiveness of Filipino
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graduates. To ensure college readiness and to avoid remedial
and duplication of basic education subjects, the DepED shall
epordinate with the CHED and the Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority (TESDIA).

To achieve an effactive ephanced basic educstion
curriculum, the DepBD shall undertake conaultativns with
other national government agencigs and other stakeholders
including, bt not limited to, the Department of Laber and
Employment {DOLE), the Professional Regulation Commission
{PRC}, the private and public schools associations, the national
student organizstions, the national teacher crganizations, the
parents-teachers associations and the chambers of commerce
on matters affecting the concerned staleholders,

The DepED shall adhere to the following standards and
principles in developing the enhanced baszic education
eurriculum;

{a) The curriculum shall be learner-centered, inchisive and
developmentally appropriate;

(b) The curriculum shall be' relevant, responsive and
regearch-hased;

{e} The curriculum shall be culfure-sensitive;
{d} The curriculum shall be contextualized and global;

{g) The curriculum shall use pedagogmcal approaches that
are constructivist, inguiry-bhaged, reflective, collaborative and
integrativa;

{f) The curricylum shall adhere to the principles and
framework of Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education
(MTB-MLE) which starts from where the learners are and
from what they already knew proceeding from the known to
the unknown: instructional matarials and capable teachers to
implement the MTB-MLE curricnlum shall be availahble;

{g) The curriculum shall nee the spiral progreasion
approach to ensure mastery of knowledge and skills after each
lavel; and
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{hy The currieulum shall be flexible encugh to enable and
llow echools 1o iocalize, indipenize and enhance the same based
on their respective educational and social contexts. The
production and develepment of locally produced tesching
materials shall be encouraged and approval of these materials
shall devolve to the regional and division education umits

SEC. B. Curriculum Consultative Commitiee. — There
shall be created a curriculum consultative commitiee chairved
b¥ the DepED Secretary or hisfher duly autherized
representative and with members composed of, but not limited
o, & represantative each from the CHED, the TESDA. the
DOLE, the PRC, the Department of Science and Technology
(DOST), and a representative from the business chambers such
as the Information Technelogy — Busimess Process Outaourcing
(IT-BPY imndusiry asacciation. The consultative commities
ahall oversee the review and evaluation on the implementation
of the basic education curricalum snd may recommend to the

DepED the formulation of necesgary refinements in the
curriculom.

SEC. 7. Teacher Educotion and Training. = To snsure
that the enhanced bagic education program meets the demand
for guality teachers and school leaders, the DepED and the
CHED, in collaboration with relevant partners in government,
academe, industry, and nongovernmentsal organizations, shall
eonduct teacher education and training programas, as specified:

{a) In-service Traming on Content and Pedsgogy. —
Cawrrent DepED teachers zhall be retrained to mest the content
and performance standards of the new K to 12 curriculum.

The DepED shall snsure that private education
ingtitutions shall be given the opportunity to avail of such
traiming.

(b} Training of New Teachera. — New graduates of the
current Teacher Education curneulum shall underge additional
training, upon hiring, to upgrade their aldlls to the content
standards of the new curriculum. Furthermore, the CHED,
in coordination with the ThepED and relevant stakeholders,
ghill ensure that the Teacher FEducation curriculum offered
m these Teacher Education Institutes (TEls} will mest the
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necessary quality standards for new teachera, Duly recognized
organizations acting 38 TEIs, in coordination with the DepED,
the CHED, and other relevant stakeholders, shall enaure thet
the ecurriculum of theee organizations meet the necessary
guality standarda for trained teachers.

() Traiming of Schopl Leadership. — Buperintendents,
principals, subject area coordinators and other netructional
schoal leaders ahall likewise undergo worltshops and training to
anhancs their skills on their role as academic, administrative
and community leaders.

Henceforeh, such professional development programs
a5 those stated above shall be initiated and conducted
regularly throughout the school yesr to engure constant
upgrading of teacher skills,

SEC. 8. Hiring of Groduates of Science, Muothematics,
Statistics, Engineering and Other Specialists in Subjects With
@ Shortoge of Quelified Applicants, Technical-Vocational
Courses and Higher Educotion Institution Foculty. —
Motwithstanding the provisions ef Sections 28, 27 and 28
of Republic Act Mo, 7838, otherwise known as the "Philippina
Tagchérs Professionalization Act of 1894, the DepED and
private education institutions shall hire, as may be relevant
to the particular subject:

{a] Oraduates of science, mathematics, atatistics,
engineering, music and other degree coursss with shortages
in gualified Licensure Examination for Teachers (LET)
applicanta to teach in their specialized subjects in the
elementary and secondary education. Gualified LET appheants
shall also include graduates admitted by foundations duly
recogmized for their axpertise in the education sector and who
satiefactorily complete the reguirements sot by these
sreamizations: Provided, That they pass the LET within fiwe
i5) yveara after their date of hiring: Provided, further, That
if such gradustes are willing to teach on part-time basis, the
provigions of LET shall no longer be required;

(b Graduates of technicel-vocational courases to teach in
their specialized subgects in the secondary education: Provided,
That these graduates possess the necessary certification
issued by the TESDA: Provided, further, That they undergo
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appropriate in-service training to be adminigtered by the
DepED or higher education institutions (HEI=) at the expense
of the DepEL),

(cy Faculty of HELs be allowed to teach in their general
education or subject specialties in the secondary eduration:
Erovided, That the faculty must be a holder ofa relevant
Bachelor's degree, and must have satisfactorily served as
a full-time HET faculty;

id} The DepED and privats education mmstitutions may
hire practitioners, with expertise in the -specialized learning
areas offered by the Basic Education Curriculum, to teach 1n
the secondary level: Provided, That they teach on part-time
haszis only. For thie purpose, the DepED, in coordination with
the appropriate government agencies, shall determineg the
necessary qualification standards in hiring these experta.

SEC, 9. Career Guidance and Counselling Advocacy. =
To properly guide the students in choosing the career tracks
that they intend to pursue, the DepED, in poordination with
the DOLE, the TESDA and the CHED, shall regularly
conduct career advocacy activities for secondary level studenta.
Motwithstanding the provisions of Section 27 of Republic Act
Mo, 9258 otherwise known as the "Guidance and Counselling
Act of 20047, career and employment guidance counseliors,
who are not registered and licensed gudance counsellors, shall
be allowed to conduct career advocacy activities to secondary
level studerits of the school where they are currently employed:
Provided. That they undergo a training program to be
developed or sccredited by the DepELD.

3SEC, 10, Expansion of E-GASTPE Beneficiaries. — The
benefits accorded by Republic Act No, 8548, or the “Expanded
Clovernment Assistance to Students and Teachers in Private
Fducation Act”, shall he extended to quelified studenta errolled
under the enhanced bagic sducation.

The DepED zhall engage the services of private education
institutions and non-DepED schools offering sendor high school
thenugh the programs under Republic Act No. 8545, and other
Anancial arrangementa formulated by the DepED and the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) based on the
principles of public-private partnership.



SEC. 11. Appropriations, — The Secretary of Education shall
include 1n the Department’s program the operationalization of
the enhanced basic education program, the initial funding of
which shall be charged against the current appropriationa of the
DepED, Thereafter, the amount necesasary for the continued
implementation of the enhanced basic education program shall
be included im the annual General Appropriations Aet.

SEC. 12, Transitory Provisions, — The DepED, the CHED
and the TESDA shall formulate the appropriate strategies and
mechanisms needed to énsure smooth transition from the
exigting ten (10} years baeic education cycle to the enhanosd
basic education (K to 12) cycle. The strategies may cover
changes mn phyeical infrestructure, manpower, organizational
and structural concerns, bridging models linking grade 10
competencies and the entry requirements of new tertiary
earricnla, and partnerships betwesen the government and other
entities, Modeling for sendor lagh school may be implementad
in selected schools to simulate the transition process and
provide concrete data for the traneition plan.

To manage the initial implementation of the enhanced
bagic aducation program and mitigate the expacted multi-vear
low enrolment turncut for HEIs and Techmical YWocational
Inatitutions (TVIs) starting School Year 2016-2017, the DepED
shall engage 1n partnershops with HEIs and TVIs for the
utibization of the lattar’s human and physical resources,
Moreover, the DepED, the CHED, the TESDA, the TVIs
and the HEIs shall coordinate cloaely with oneg  another
to implement strategies that ensure the academic, phys
financial, and human resource capabilities of HEIa and TVIe
to provide educational and training services for graduates of
the enhanced basic education program to ensure that they are
not adversely affected. The faculty of HEIs and TVIs aliowed
to teach students of secondary education under Section &
hereof, shall be given priority in horing for the duration of
the trangition period. For this purpose, the transition period
shall be provaded for i the implementing rulea and regulationa
{IRE).

ZEC. 13, Joind Congressional Cheersight Commibtes on
the Enhanced Basic Educational Program (K fo 12 Program).
— There ie herehy created a Joint Oversight Committes to
overaes monitor and evalyate the mmplamentation of thie Ae:
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The Oversight Committee shall be composed of five (5)
members each from the Senate and from the House of
Representatives, including Chairs of the Committees on
Education, Arts and Culture, and Finance of both Houses, The
membership of the Committee for every House shall have at
least two (2% opposition or minority memhbers.

SEC. 14. Mandatory Evaluation and Review. — By the
end of School Year 2014-2015, the DepED shall condact a
meandatory review and submit & midterm report to Congress
as to the status of implementation of the K te 12 program
in terms of closing the following current shortages: (a)
teachers; (b classroome; (o) textbooks; (d) seats; (&) todlets: and
if) other shortages that should be addressed.

The DepED shall include among cthers, in this midterm
repart, the following key metrice of accese to and guality of
hasic education: (a} participation rate; (b) retention rate; (o}
Maticnal Achievement Test results; (d) completion rate; (g}
teachers’ welfare and training profiles; (f) adequacy of funding
requirements; and (g} other learning [acilities including, but
not limited to, computer and science laboratomes, bcaries and
library hube! and sports, music and arta.

SEC 18, Cammitmernt fo Internationol Benchmorfis, -
The DepED shall endeaver to increase the per capita spending
on sducation towards the immadiate attainment of
international benchmarks,

SE0, 16, Implementing Rules and Regulations. —
Within ninety {90} days after the effectivity of thie Act, the
DepED Secretary, the CHED Chairperson and the TESDA
Director-General shall promulgate the rules and regulations
needed for the implementation of this Act,

SEC. 17. Separability Clause. = If any provigion of
this Aet 1= held invalid or unconstitutional the same
ghall not affect the validity and effectivity of the other
provigions hereof.

SEC. 18. Repealing Clouse. - Portinent provisions of
Batag Pambansa Blg. 232 or the “Education Act of 1982°
Republic Act Mo, 9155 or the "Governance of Base Eduoation
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Act of 20017, Republic Act No. 9258, Republic Act Nao. 7838,
and sll other lawa, decrees, exocutive orders and rales and
regulations contrary to or inconsistent with the provisons of
this Act are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

JEC. 18, Effectiuty Clawse, — This Act shall tale effect
fifteen (15) days after its publication in the Official Gasetie
or 1n two {2) newspapera of general ciroulation,

Approved, f
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FELICIANO BELMONTE I
Speaier of the Houge
of Representativey

Fregident of the.

Thia Act which is a consolidation of Senats Bill No. 3286
and House Bill No, 6643 was finally pessed by the Senate
and the House of Eepresentatives on January 30, 2013,

Secrefary Gencral Acting Sengfe Secretary
House of Represeniafives

Approved: A 15 2013

BENIGND 8. ﬁAQUFND III

Pragideny af ¢

FPhilipplnes

A T i

FNCYI1083d



